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p.N.E.U. NOTES. 


TTducation ” which was so appreciated that it aroused 
*• Teaching and a w ’ ho had n0 intention of speaking. The second 

discussion amongst ^ ag . ain held at South Lawn, Lady Wheler 

lecture, in of L eeds, who spoke on the subject of “Teaching 

presiding. Mrs - de ijghted her audience, and as many school 

a Modern La " gU *f u ’ an exchange of experiences followed. The next 
teachers were p^ ^ the residence of H. C. Mocatta, Esq., Clive 

two meetings M the February meeting the Rev. J. Williams 

House, Queens ^ Maccal , gave a cap ital and condensed lecture 

t0 ° » Heredity” illustrating largely. Discussion followed. Miss Mason, 
0,1 7 f the Union gave an address at the March meeting on 

Foundress of the ^ ^ ^ S {J „ Mr Mocatta presided H er words 

werehswnedto with reverent attention, as she stirred the hearts of both 
lachers and parents by her inspired understand.ng of child nature, and 
w divine ideals for their education and future. Every meeting was 
thoroughly well attended. The Branch numbers 52 members, and many 
have expressed their intention of joining. Both parents and school 
teachers fall in with the ideas of the Union, and in Southport it is 
decidedly a “ Parents’ and Teachers’ Union.” Mrs. Dixon, 8, Preston Road, 
p nn Sec., will be glad to answer any enquiries. 


Scarborough.— On February 12th (by invitation of Miss Theedam), 
Mrs. Miall read a paper on “ Play.” In a most philosophical and logical 
wav, Mrs. Miall argued her points, claiming for children more of nature’s 
playground and less routine of life. Everyone felt they had listened to 
a most interesting and inspiring paper. Miss Theedam presided. On 
March 18th a small meeting was held (by kind invitation of Mrs. Godfrey), 
when Mrs. Hdward Wallis read a paper on “ Punishment.” The discussion 
that followed proved the value of the paper, which dealt with the law 
of natural results as the standard rule for correction. Extracts from 
Herbert Spencer, Mr. Rooper {Parents' Review , 1885) and Miss Mason’s 
“Home Education’’ were read, in addition to the paper. Mrs. Godfrey 
presided. This meeting was the last of the winter session. 


Broughty Ferry. — Dr. Emily Thompson gave a lecture to members 
and their friends on Thursday, March 5th. The subject was “Some 
Dangers of the Developmental Periods.” There was a good attendance, 
and all present were much interested, and felt that much was said which 
^vas both suggestive and useful. 


EDINBURGH. — 1 
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11 was touuq necessary to postpone 
was announced for April 7th, until Tuesday, May 5th. The title is “ ^ » 

Teaching of Natural History as an Educational Discipline,” by Mr. Arthi 
Thomson. 

Farnuorih, Lancashire. — A drawing room meeting was heid t 
Aprd 1st, at the house of Mrs. Harold Barnes, when Miss Staley, 
V ew Br 'S ht <i n . lead a paper on “Parental Responsibility.” A sho 
ducussion followed, and ten ladies promised to join the P.N.E.U. shou 
a branch be formed in the district. 


THE 


PARENTS' REVIEW 

A MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
OF HOME -TRAINING AND CULTURE. 

Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life.” 

. OBEDIENCE. 

By Henry Beveridge, Esq. 

I. INTRODUCTORY. 

Among the factors with which, as head and ruler in the 
family, the parent is called upon to deal, obedience must 
rank as one of the most important. The whole comfort of the 
household, the whole course of the children’s future lives may 
be said to depend upon the views held by the parent in regard 
to this subject and upon the practical consequences which 
follow from them. If this be so, it evidently becomes the duty 
of parents and of all those guardians, teachers, nurses — who 
in dealing with children stand in the place of parents, to 
consider with no little care the relation of obedience in which 
they stand towards the children committed to their charge. 
It becomes their duty to examine for themselves the various 
aspects of obedience: the fundamental natural relations which 
render obedience so vitally essential an influence in the life 
of the child ; the relations in which obedience stands to the 
capacities of the child’s nature — to his spontaneous activities, 
to habit, to will ; its relations to the physical and moral wel- 
fare of the child ; and finally, the relations of obedience to 
the ultimate moral attainment which we set before us as the 
ideal goal of our children’s lives. 

Before turning our attention definitively to obedience, the 
proper subject before us, it will perhaps prepare the way for 

vo I. VII. —NO. 4. H 
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, fonrlincr to consider briefly 

clearer and more compete' “"tT 'answers to which have a 
t preliminary question , enquiry. First, then, 

vital bearing upon the subj J what is its relation 

? how does it operate . 


a 

a few 


to obedience r rU stom, exerts upon society an 

Habit, under the name of custom ^ ^ Like the 

enormous influence for goo ^ ^ itself channels by its 

mountain stream it .. d s of time and fate, these 

continuous flow: by the vicissitudes ot ti 


coi.«u«»— ' r v e d • a process of erosion 

channels are gradually changed F 

unceasingly prevails -a washing away » s, ‘ 
deposition of debris ; but after all is said the channel 


a silting up, a 


maintains, within broad lines, a constant course. It is thus 
that the nation of slaves remains practically acquiescent 
in its slavery: that the nation of freemen fights and struggles 
for its liberty, and oftentimes succeeds in the conflict in 
spite of apparently overwhelming odds. The stability of 
government in our more law-abiding communities rests not 
in reality so much upon respect for law as upon unbroken 
reverence for custom : our life is permeated to the core 
by custom transmitted from generation to generation for 
untold ages. Customs, however, as we have seen are subject 
to slow and continuous change ; and not only so, but they 
are also subject to what bears the aspect of revolutionary 
change, and this both for good and for evil, as the pages 
of history clearly show. Such changes have in all cases, 
however, been effected by means of forces brought to bear 
upon the community during a period of peculiar plasticity. 
These forces may be sufficiently various in character : they 
may be merely physical or geographical — wholly objective in 
t eir influence , or again they may be subjective ; the change 
may e wrought through conquest, compulsion or tutelage; 

ma} e roug t about through the stimulus of some period 
some' -< heroic endeavour ; through the outburst of 

pride and luxuVp^redbTsX to “ T* ^ * he 

of pera,e “ te ‘ 

aga,n habit is 
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be distinguished. But what, in this connection, do we mean 
by the word nature r 

Nature, in this sense, is strictly that which is born in in 
every creature. The word nature, from this point of view 
signifies those innate constructive activities which exist 
within every being, and every order of beings; those latent 
powers and latent predispositions which only await the 
incidence of the proper stimuli to be aroused into activity • 
which only await the appropriate conditions of environment 
to burst forth into overt existence, and to manifest them- 
selves outwardly in their correlative reactions. Thus, the 
seed being laid in the earth, the necessary conditions of heat 
and moisture being present, wall send forth its tender radicle, 
seeking and pressing on its tiny root-cap persistently 
downwards in search of nourishment and anchorage in 
spite of every obstruction; again it will send forth upwards 
to the light its irrepressible spear of green, piercing alike 
the hard resisting earth and the weightless leaf of the 
previous fall, with a vital force both strong and delicate. 
And so, mayhap, from the tiny seedling there shoots forth at 
length the symmetrical fir-tree, not, however, unaffected by 
the various conditions and forces by which it is surrounded. 
Is it thronged by a press of many neighbours ? its side 
branches, deprived of light and air, soon wither away; it 
becomes a tall and slender pole. Is its leading shoot 
attacked by some insect enemy ?• — nipped in its early growth 
by some unseasonable frost r its point is g’one ; its symmetry 
is lost. Is it again fully exposed to the influence of genial 
sunshine and of tempered breeze ? its habit grows branchy 
and free ; in this case it attains the sturdy, symmetrical, 
beautiful, and harmonious development which gives a full 
and adequate expression to the inner law of its nature. If 
the soil be poor, the climate inclement, its growth is warped 
and stunted, we behold it now a miserable scrub. As it is 
with the plant, so it is with every other being ; it contains 
within itself its own powers ; it has laid up within it its own 
Platonic ideals of activity and attainment; these are variously 
furthered or obstructed by environment ; and the outcome 
of these forces outward and inward — the proper ideal 
impulses of the inner nature and the habits superinduced 
by the outward forces of environment — determine the various 
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ii- rr developments which 
"T7, various exce ' n mard festations of the 

abnormal W«^ characteristic ntanrt 

form the ir j ivl hic h belong to ever as strictly 

life an r * Z on of habit may thus be «g ^ reacting . 

" of environmental conS r Ha k it is a n unavoidable 

1 n orieinal natural endowmen _ H ^ the other hand, 
UP nniment of developing 1 > inmen t of complete 


remarks, to become : so “ endurab le alternative than 

the attempt, attire of life, «. change their accustomed 


course. 


m „ r ,, directly to the subject before us : the 
T ° Tth^ilTcon^of various predispositions towards 

nature of the ch response tQ approprlat e stimuli. 

nlTof these prepositions towards a particular reaction 
exists alongside of the opposite or complementary predis- 
position. Thus there exists in every child a predisposition 
to follow the initiative of another, and also the opposi 
complementary predisposition to prefer his own initiative. 
In the one case the predisposition will naturally manites 
itself in what we call obedience, and in the other under the 
form of resistance to control— in the one case its extreme 
development is servility ; in the other rebellion. Now 
neither of these courses of action may properly be said to be 
good or evil in itself — both of them are merely natural. It 
should be further pointed out that both of these tendencies 
— that towards docility and that towards self-assertion 
should be encouraged by the parent, each in its own proper 
place : for, should either be developed to the exclusion of the 
other, then the organised unity and harmony of development 
which the parent desires to see ultimately produced in the 
character of his child will be obviously unattainable. 

Perhaps the most fundamentally important influence the 
parent can bring to bear upon his child is to be found in his 
power of controlling the formation of habit. In the most 
plastic period of his life the child is, in respect to the 


OBEDIENCE. 


245 


building up of habit, almost completely in the parents’ hands 
—the original forces of the child’s character of course the 
parent cannot alter, yet, even these he has power to train, 
to prune, to twist, to bend. “Habit is stronger than nature,” 
and thus it is largely in the power of the parent to make or 
to mar the future life of his child. For the formation of 
habit, obedience itself largely the creation of habit — is 
perhaps the most powerful instrument, and its functional 
importance in this matter can hardly, therefore, be over- 
estimated. It is for this reason that the cultivation of 
obedience in the child forms one of the most fundamental, 
as well as one of the earliest duties of the parent. The 
influence of the parent, indeed, cannot be too early directed 
towards the formation of the habit of obedience — the 
rudiments of which are, without doubt, quite capable of being 
developed in the child of a few weeks old ; possibly, indeed, 
in their first beginnings, even in the infant of days ; — and it 
should continuously be maintained, in carefully adjusted 
relation to the child’s development, during the whole period 
of tutelage. Not only is the habit of obedience the great 
master-key which unlocks the door that leads to every other 
desirable pathway of habit ; it also brings with it other and 
equally vital advantages. 

The full importance, indeed, of the habit of obedience, and 
the full bearings of habit generally, cannot be adequately 
appreciated until -we proceed to examine them in correlation 
with that “ synthetic, selective, activity which we term will, 
which forms, indeed, the culminating, divinest attribute of 
humanity. It is indeed the enlightenment, the economy, the 
direction of the will that constitute the ultimate objective in 
all rational education. Will, then, must be viewed as an 
actively controlling, balancing, and selecting Junction ot the 
mind, whose efficiency depends directly upon the natural 
initial predispositions (which have already been briefly dis- 
cussed), upon the light of intellect, and lastl) upon ui it 
While again it is apparently to habit that we must loo or 
the abiding, continuous, underlying principle of that kind ot 
will which we call character, whose existence, indeed, apart 

from habit formed, seems hardly to be conceived. 

Will is a function, a governing force, of which on > 
limited quantity lies at our disposal. It would seem ig y 
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• i r the concentrated will , 

— the strong will y “ y wWch is scattered and 

that the weak will i» , me ‘‘L ss n, in die consideration of 
dissipated uselessly an . recurring decisions. e 

a crowd of trifling and “ ns “ „f one idea is proverbial, 

sr,sr£ ta C r— * - impact of h,s 

the child the habit, and to mere r ; K htlv directing the 

and economising, of controlling and ng MJ 

fund of will force with which by "2Z obedience must take 
In the practical solution of jndis _ 

a foremost place as a powerfu , ^ 

pensable auxiliary. The true im P° rtanc ® “ . , k 

obedience, in this connection, is to be found in the relief 
affords to the child from the constant necesstty of expending 
his will force, without the means of forming a rational 
judgment, and therefore vainly, upon an endless succession of 
disconnected decisions and trivial efforts. Ihe volitiona 
energy of the child is thus set free, and it becomes possible to 
concentrate a considerable amount of will power for the 
performance of more worthy tasks — to extend the range, and 
add to the moral value of his rational activities. 

Thus it would seem that obedience — of course under proper 
conditions — is far from being an oppression to the child, or 
even in any true sense a curtailment of his liberty ; it is, on 
the contrary, rather an invaluable boon and an extension of 
his freedom. It would, indeed, appear lrom certain observa- 
tions, that a strict discipline of compulsory obedience wisely 
administered tends towards placidity of mind, a physically 
healthful development, and consequently towards a more 
complete control of the faculties and a more real freedom of 
action. The benefit of obedience, considered subjectively to 
t e child, would seem to lie first, in relief from mental friction 
or \\ill strain, again, in the opportunity thus afforded for the 
se -development of the power of attention, through which, 

lidipr ' i G f° r the self-formation of every 

of knn^ 113 ! 6 u U ’ W ^ e t ^ rou gh this, once more, the store 
mav beto ge> T 1°™ ° f jud ^ ment - the for^e of will 

obedience gives' an ^1°^ COnsidered objectively, 

<1 al opportunity for the systematic 


OBEDIENCE. 


247 


building up of habit through the external influence of the 
parent. 

But again, to change our stand-point, from the negative 
point of view, the omission by the parent to cultivate the 
habit of obedience can hardly fail to result in certain dis- 
advantages to the child. Ihe contending natural impulses 
or predispositions will, in such a case, follow their own 
untutored course, un guided save by the fortuitous experience 
gathered from an unconcerned and unresponsible environ- 
ment ; an unbalanced character is thus only too apt to be 
produced ; and especially where capricious interference by 
other wills, or conflict with them, habitually prevails, indecision 
or its extreme complementary, self-will, will become the 
principal characteristic. Obedience to a beneficent positive 
or conventional law is thus in all probability the best, if 
not the indispensable, preparation for a free, rational and 
transcendental obedience to natural or divine law. 

The clearing away by the intervention of habit — which 
may, perhaps, be usefully considered as automatic will — of a 
large number of those attentions and decisions, of which so 
large a portion of the higher activity of our life consists, and 
with which the limited powers of our will endowment are so 
little capable of dealing rationally — save in a strictly limited 
number of cases — sets free the will from an overwhelming 
incubus of independent recurring judgments and unorganised 
efforts, which may quite readily be classified and thus dealt 
with categorically and automatically by means of formed 
habits. The will may thus be devoted with more adequate 
and whole-minded concentration to those more rarely occurring 
decisions concerning the higher and more spiritual life, in 
which, as endowed with reason and self-consciousness, it is 
the privilege and the duty of every man actively and energeti- 
cally to bear his part ; but with which, alas, the unorganised, 
unenlightened, over-burdened will is so often totally un 
prepared to cope. 


